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Steinbeck, John. The Wayward Bus. Viking. Feb. 


312p. $2.75. 


Facing the unpleasant prospect remaining long enough 
the vicinity The Wayward Bus review it, three 
questions suggest themselves: (a) what has happened 
the human mind; (b) what happening the reading 
public; (c) what happens the inner sanctum the 
Book-of-the-Month Club that should offer this their 
trusting subscribers their March selection? further 
question: What has happened Mr. irrele- 
vant.) There are ready answers the above questions 
known this reviewer. Now any slightly mature person 
knows that many people live world their own 
obsessions, good portion their conscious 


existence with real imaginary satisfaction their lusts. 


15, 1947. 
Feb. 15, 
1947. 
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readers? 


The question concerns not this fact, but another; when 
did this lower-level animality take such universal 
significance that the bare recital brute facts should 
considered worthy the attention healthy minded 
When did such become the stuff literature? 


The entire tale The Wayward Bus and its passengers 


concerned with what goes the lower regions the 


mind and the imagination, with occasional digression 
for relief into the lower regions the bus. The bus was 
owned and operated Juan Chicoy, Mexican liberal 
moral standards. broke down one afternoon just after 
began its run, and the passengers were reduced spend- 
ing the night guests Juan and his wife, the 
combination garage, lunchroom, and cottage. meet 
them the following morning: Mr. and Mrs. Pritchard and 
daughter, Mildred, out Chicago the way Mexico; 
Horton, journeying salesman novelties; testy 


cal southern alifornia acter, Mr. 
local Calif character, Mr. Van Bru 


Pimples, adolescent assistant the garage; Norma wait- 
ress the lunchroom when she not composing re- 
reading unmailed letters Clark Gable. None them 
has enjoyed the interruption their journey, much less 
the highly inadequate guest accommodations the Chicoy 
establishment. There tenseness the stale morning 
atmosphere the lunchroom they breakfast, and the 
tenseness complicated the effect the physical at- 
tractions Mildred Pimples and Juan. The story 
moves into high gear with the arrival the last passenger, 
transfer from the Greyhound bus. Camille one 
those females whose mere appearance makes her fellow- 
females bristle and sets men fixing their ties and con- 
vincing themselves that they need new receptionist 
change secretary. Her profession, noted, was that 
special entertainer for stag parties. 


The bus finally started its run, with Pimples going along 
for the ride and Norma setting off for career Holly- 
wood. After covering half the run the bus stopped 
again, this time bridge that dangerously close 
going down the river with the flood. Rather than stay 
there back, they decide risk going over back 
road avoiding the river. Halfway around this detour the 
bus mired the mud. Juan departs for the nearest 
town, asserting that going for assistance, really with 
the intention abandoning the bus, the passengers, and 
his wife (who, this moment, has collapsed drunken 
stupor back the closed lunchroom). 


Left their own devices, the passengers reveal them- 
selves. Frustration, anxiety, uncertainty, force the sur- 
face the hidden motors action. Each them, accord- 
ing Mr. Steinbeck’s neat little formula, driven either 
positively negatively their sex urges. Some them 
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live tension caused repression false sublimation; 
some them tension caused frankly accepted de- 
sire. What happens and around this bus simply 
illustration that point. would both profitless and 
pointless list their obsessions catalogue their actions. 


The device used bring together this motley company 
neither very original nor very clever; its artificiality sug- 
gests vaudeville rather than drama. You will find greater 
originality and higher degree cleverness any inferior 
mystery story. Granted that possible situation, 
however, could have taken some meaning the 
hands artist, even should only that satire. 
But the author this story seems have the capacity 
neither for satire nor for anything beyond really 
believes his characters, really thinks that this the 
final word about them. What happens, happens, and 
the business the writer put down only what hap- 
pens. Overtones humor tragedy, this school 
fiction, are outmoded ornaments that must rigidly 
dispensed with. 
Reading book such dehumanizing tendencies akin 
afternoon the Animals their cages interest 
us, but with the interest mere curiosity. Mr. Stein- 
beck’s people have just about equal interest, though 
the caging humans gives over-all effect cynical 
caricature. The effect the reader loud yawn ac- 
companied dull sound 312-page book falling 
the floor. Book-of-the-Month subscribers will well 
take advantage their rejection privileges March. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Literary Selection 


Freedman, Benedict and Nancy Freedman. Mrs. 
Mike. Coward-McCann. Feb. 28, 1947. 312p. 
$2.75. 


Sixteen year old Katharine Mary came from 
Boston her uncle’s ranch Alberta, hoping benefit 
the pleurisy that had plagued her for years. 
strange, new country she met Sergeant Mike Flannigan 
the Northwest Mounted Police and when she became 
Mrs. Mike she journeyed with her husband his lonely 
station the North where she assisted the performance 
his duties ruler, judge, lawyer, doctor and general 
protector against Nature. There, strange and terrify- 
ing land, she grew womanhood. This untried girl 
bewilderingly savage environment was forced cope 
with all the problems frontier life far from the ameni- 
ties and even the necessities which she had been accus- 
tomed. She learned about forest fires and famine, about 
cold and storm, about animals and stars, about Indians 
and their problems, about child-bearing pestilence 
and death. Kathy, the vivacious, sprightly and charming 
girl, grew into dependable woman, worthwhile wife. 
Two children came complete her adjustment and their 
happiness. But when the two died diphtheria epi- 
demic Kathy asked herself whether the trials and hard- 
ships life this savage country had not killed her love 
for Mike. trip her home Boston answered the 
question and she returned repentantly Mike and the 
North. Three children, this time orphans consigned 
their care friends, came complete the Flannigans’ 
happiness the story ends. 


Steinbeck Freedman Briffault 


SELLERs 


This autobiographical novel supposedly based 
real-life career. The story was told the authors the 
original Mrs. Mike. Unpretentious, unassuming and 
freshingly simple its approach life, tells the story 
girl who faced trial and hardship but persevered from 
day day until she had attained the stature woman. 
hood. However the vital spark missing both Kathy 
and Mike and they remain incomplete characters even 
the end. Mrs. Mike fairly good account daily life 
the Northwest during the early years the present 
century. The narrative simple style and de. 
veloped rather judicious selection and interweaving 
incident. general, the book fair, quietly interesting 
and easily readable. One glaring discrepancy apparent 
—in the lives these two Irish (presumably?) Catholics 
there but little mention religion save for one 
ance Midnight Mass Christmas Eve; their lives 
seem have been lived entirely the natural 
There are five six instances profanity, negative 
acceptance Indian mistresses for white men and one 
incident which crazed woman given 
cient Indian midwife. the whole the book 
seems suitable for adults. 


Briffault, Robert. New Life Mr. Martin. 
ner. Feb. 24, 1947. 436p. $3.00. 


When Anthony Whitford was found dead cheap, 
London dock-side hotel the inquest ended verdict 
suicide poison; when Anthony 
several days later claim his luggage the taverner, fearful 
further entanglement with the law, consented keep 
the matter secret. Then Anthony “Busky” Whitford, 
educated young dock-worker and labor agitator, who had 
gone London collect enormous inheritance while 
another died under his name, vanished and after 
interlude, spent world tour, the mysterious Denis 
Martin appeared the London scene the 
mountain kasbah far-off Morocco appeared the 
equally mysterious white Sid Harun. But the two were 
never present their respective locales simultaneously. 
Martin carried the work “Busky” Whitford 
inciting the dockworkers demand better living condi- 
tions from the English ruling classes (with whom hob 
nobbed and whose manner life himself imitated); 
fought the tyro British Fascist movement; 
pleasure tricking their wealth away from wily 
short, claimed the ally the common man 
centuries-old war against the repressions Chris 
tianity and capitalism. between times performed 
occasional good deed, such as, the transfer blind 
Ruben from the squalor the slums 
country-side; tried win the British Lady Beatrice 
(who loved him) mistress but failed and then suc 
ceeded with the Spanish duchess, Rolanda; blocked 
Fascist plans all sides trickery, murder and violence; 
finally committed suicide the original dock-side 
hotel after having successfully led bloody counter 
demonstration against British Fascists. 


Scrib. 


This, all odds, one the queerest books ever fall 
the lot this reviewer. extremely incoherent 
book, delving into the exotic and erotic, turgidly morbid 
atmosphere, crammed with references literature, 
history and philosophy, making liberal use scholarly 
and little-used words side side with dockworkers argot 
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and thieves cant. The book, times, merely mass 
verbiage with words strung together much the same 
chance fashion which pre-kindergarten 
colored beads cords. The author evidently sincere 
his main thesis and intends this serious novel but 


reader who can struggle through this tedious and 


wearisome story will characterize that thesis 
Morally the book impossible since denies the very 
existence morality, blames religion for all the ills that 
man heir to, anti-Church and anti-clerical, advocates 
sexuality and unrestrained indulgence material 
pleasure. extremely offensive many spots, 
its reference God page 159 the “prime lecher” 


the identification, page 166, the Blessed Virgin 


~ 


with erotic pagan goddesses. Add these such minor 
things suggestiveness, vulgarity and obscenity. 
page 408 the author lets slip implication his true 
colors when refers new nation, developing the 
East, the hope the world and doesn’t mean China 
Japan. fine, this book almost wholly evil, wholly 
worthless and wholly cannot recom- 
mended anyone. 


Myers, John The Wild Yazoo. 
28, 1947. 378p. $3.00. 


Casual adultery followed accidental homicide, capping 
wastrel career, forced young Mordaunt Fitzmaurice 
Godolphin leave his ancestral Virginia acres. With 
definite plan mind found himself drawn, through 
force circumstances, the lusty and brawling territory 
Mississippi during the early 1800’s. lost, 
neglect, Spring Hill, the family Virginia plantation, 
had little desire for attempting reestablish himself 
planter the more settled and picked over regions the 
country. Attaching himself land speculator and 
young lawyer, made year’s journey, surveyor, 
along the Yazoo River and into the New Purchase which 
was shortly opened for There dis- 
covered the resources the country and, what was more 
important, his own resources, becoming accomplished 
frontiesman able care for himself the type life 
into which had been thrust. participated the 


Dutton. Feb. 


subsequent land rush and, after many adventures, finally 


acquired the land and the lady his choice, settling 
contentedly the life planter. 


The Wild Yazoo exciting adventure story, with 
seemingly authentic background, lesser known seg- 


ment American pioneer The background 


sketched detail and incident after incident from pioneer 


woven into the picture. 


Altogether have pic- 
ture what happened when men rushed acquire pro- 
and productive land, the artifices and tricks 
they employed, the scheming and treachery and vio- 
ence that ensued, the trials and struggles bring 
least bit civilization newly developing region. 
Frontier towns and settlements, speculation 


travel, social customs, town development and 


host other aspects are included. Altogether though, 
the coverage extensive rather than intensive and the 
makes little attempt penetrate fully into the 
problems faced settlers over period years and until 
the region fully developed. The historical material 
trictly background for adventure story. Many the 


incidents are overly lusty and broadly suggestive with one 
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two going far past those stages. Casual fornication 
suggestively described and easily condoned. addition 
murder and homicide are treated lightly and there little 
respect for human life. The book seems suitable, best, 
only for adult readers and they should warned that 
there value save adventure story with 
historical background. 


Samuel, Maurice. Web Lucifer. 
487p. $3.00. 


This another book about the Borgias. Using time- 
worn device for gaining admission the councils the 
great, the author has built the story around youthful 
secretary Cesare Borgia. The boy, Giacomo Orso, well 
educated spite his rustic upbringing, sets out life 
with double purpose: serve Cesare Borgia, whom 
looks upon the divinely appointed savior Italy, and 
avenge the murder his younger brother. Openly 
offering himself and his abilities Cesare, begins 
clerk and works his way into confidential position the 
ducal chancellery. meets some the great men 
his time, frequently the company Machiavelli, 
follows his leader through battle and intrigue the 
very pinnacle power; even the thought that the duke 
antichrist does not dampen his ardor. Learning 
long last that Cesare was really responsible for the death 
his brother, and witnesing the utter degradation his 
idol, the youth gives himself complete disillusion- 
ment, from which eventually redeemed old 
friends. 


Knopf. Feb. 


With all the color the renaissance draw upon, the 
author should never have labored ineffectually—but 
did. The characters are unbelievable even when they 
manage attain bit depth. The hero, Giacomo, 
frequently and loudly proclaims his desire for revenge: 
yet becomes intent serving the duke that seems 
lose interest this revenge until purely fortuitous 
incident makes the purpose and goal his existence. 
changes from naiveté sophistication with bewilder- 
ing speed and all times incredible blend 
incompatible qualities. When finally saved, the 
chief agents his rescue are priest, hitherto painted 
capable the worst asininity, and young lady who has 
loved Giacomo from afar through years silent neglect. 


There are some moving and powerful scenes the end 
the novel; but through three-quarters it, one wonders 
whether the plot not just poor line which the 
author hangs lot Borgia fact and fiction. course, 
much the linen which airs very much soiled—nor 
has become any cleaner through centuries careless 
handling. Sometimes truth and error are propounded 
the same terms; other times, rumor given expressly 
rumor but the implication belief unmistakable. 
The dear old lie about Pope Alexander’s dying poison 
had intended for someone else given all the value 
sober fact. one would expect, the reader never 
for moment allowed forget that Cesare the pope’s 
son. There are actually two good priests the novel: 
one grossly misled; the other—a friend Savonarola— 
has his throat cut. 

There are times when the action drags 
haps remedy this defect that the author periodically 
inserts indecent anecdotes. Much the sluggishness 
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due the soporific speculations Machiavelli, which 
read better simulated conversation than they 
The Prince. 


historical novel, Web Lucifer has two glaring 
faults. spite fair proportion factual truth, the 
general impression the age not quite accurate, though 
may be—to many—convincing. Then, too, the author 
reading the renaissance with twentieth century eyes and 
fails adjust his vision; for him, Cesare Borgia 
Mussolini doublet and hose; the sixteenth century 
Italian peasants proclaim themselves ready for fascism; 
the boy Giacomo longs for the unification Italy with 
ardor that strictly Garibaldian. 


The book has little and will undoubtedly 
sell very well. will welcomed gleefully the anti- 
Even all that Mr. Samuel says were true, he, 
member cruelly persecuted race, should realize 
that pernicious propaganda depends less falsehood than 
false emphasis. 


The rank obscenity some passages, offensive the 
aesthetic well the moral sense, would vitiate 


better book than this one. 
William Hill, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Banning, Margaret Culkin. The Clever 
per. Feb. 19, 1946. 275p. $2.50. 


pleasant story two sisters. Nell Evans was career 
woman twenty-nine, with good job insurance 
office, little car and apartment, and feeling being 
disadvantage among her sister’s married friends. Her 
older sister, Hester Savery, spoke her the “clever” 
member the family. Hester, however, was not dumb 
when came getting what she wanted out life. She 
had good-looking, ineffectual husband impeccable, 
once-wealthy Catholic family, seven-year-old son, 
handsome big house exotically decorated and elaborately 
furnished—and plastered with mortgages—which was the 
most important thing her life. 


The plot centers about Nell’s activities her job, her 
tentative participation politics leader the women’s 
group, her interest young lawyer, Barney Munro, and 
her feeble attempts aid her sister stabilize rapidly 
disintegrating marriage. Counterplot comes from Hester’s 
interest the same young lawyer, her clever campaign 
slough off no-longer desirable husband, and her laying 
groundwork which will snare for her some man take 
his place, man with guarantee enough money 
maintain her beautiful home. The none-too-subtle theme 
thus play the various aspects clever- 
ness doing the honest and fair thing, being selfish 
and getting one’s own way putting others the wrong, 
carving career, but most all attracting husband. 


Much the characterization and many the incidents 
are familiar devices, though handled with some expert- 
ness. The pace good, and the story develops plausibly. 
Freshest and most original phase the book the dram- 
atization the unmarried woman’s unsatisfactory place 
the economic and social scheme. misfit the circle 
her girlhood friends and her family, she shown 
several guises: the loud, flashily dressed woman who meets 
men their own ground, the dowdy, over-weight and 
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untiring reformer, the sharp-jawed comic number who 
looks like sparrow about peck the floor, and the 
attractive, intelligent young woman who has had searing 
experience with men during adolescence. All are covertly 
dissatisfied with their lot and unhappy the labels 
tached them unmarried men and married women, 
“frigid woman, unglamorous woman, uninteresting 
woman”. The case the unhappy married woman 
there for the reader look at, too, but the spotlight 
dim and colored purple that subtle 
ness. 

The book will read with enjoyment both the ladies 
who have been called for their men and those 
waiting the For the latter should provide 
comforting reassurance the old score eating one’s 
cake and having it, too, since Nell does able job 
adolescent exploration and young-adulthood career, with 
mate and home promised for her thirties the last page 


the book. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


s s 
Jackson, Robert The Nurnberg Case. Knopf. 
Feb. 20, 1947. 269p. $3.00. 


Possibly still have uneasy conscience the 
trials, well about the atomic bomb. 
the trials effort was made determine what con- 
stituted “crime against humanity”. this book Robert 
Jackson, chief counsel for the United States presents 
such material his preliminary report President Tru- 
man, under date June 1946; his opening statement 
the trial November 21, 1945; his accusations against 
Nazi organizations under date February 28, 1946; his 
closing address July 26, 1946; and the cross examina- 
tion Goring, Schacht, and others. 


The volume thoroughly documented references 
the official trial records, which turn depend largely 
upon seized official German documents. Much recent 
German history made more understandable the testi- 
mony the trial. The suppression labor unions, the 
attacks upon churchmen, the functioning concentration 
camps, the slaughter Jews—these developments fit into 
the Nazi pattern. Likewise easy follow the inten- 
tional trend toward aggression, from the fortification 
the Rhineland March 1936 until the attack upon 
Poland, September 1939. The plans for aggressive war 
appear plainly seized German only 
too clear that was the official German position dis- 
regard all laws, national, international, human, and 
divine. further stressed that the men trial were 
not unimportant subordinates, but their testimony made 
clear that each one believed that criticized 
such criticism would entail the death penalty. The cross 
knew more about the inner working the Nazi system 
than any other person the really harrowing 
recital. Admittedly one the men executed was fit 
continue living; the death each was distinct benefit 
society. However, you close the book the very 
revealing final lines you cannot refrain from thinking 
similar trial that might have been held Tokyo for 
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those responsible for the dropping the atomic bombs, 
had lost the war. There would probably have been 
marked similarity the arguments presented and 


verdicts reached. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.,D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Cohn, David This the Story. Houghton Mif- 
fin. Jan. 30, 1947. viii, 563p. $3.50. 


foreword Mr. Cohn writes: “This book personal 
record. has with journey that made 1944-45 
Great Britain, France, Belgium, Corsica, Italy, Egypt, 
Palestine, Iraq, Iran, India, Burma, China. went out 
make study the field the Army Service 
this place have set down impressions things 


seen, and felt; the American soldier dispersed 
the world have tried indicate something 


the nature the people among whom 
the bewilderingly intricate world which live and 
which are forever part.” 


Mr. Cohn supplies some vivid pictures the places 
visited, and some bits valuable information their 
people and circumstances. Unfortunately, seems the 
victim what might called “association complex”. 
Almost everything sees and hears reminds him 


else, and down his book goes that something 


accompanied with his frequently 
thereon. fact, long book-titles had not gone 
out fashion, Mr. Cohn might better have called his 
present volume, “Casual Observations Everything 
Knowable and Various Other Things”. 


This the Story tells good deal worth knowing about 
France, good deal about India, something about Palestine 
and China. Pages and pages, though, are wasted 
babble from which learn that Mr. Cohn admires Mr. 
Cohn, President Roosevelt, American servicemen, Zionist 
leaders, Epstein, etc., etc.; that dislikes the National 
Manufacturers’ Association, the doctrine Original Sin 
(with which he, for some mystic reason, couples the 


caste system), fascism, artificial birth limitation, 


restrictive immigration laws, and the Yankee 
custom putting sugar cornbread. sketch 
how General Lewis Pick and his men built the Ledo Road 
linking India and China balanced essay the 
foolishness fishing for sport. And the sum-total effect 
reading the book about equivalent spending three 
hours listening club bore the more impressive sort. 


This the Story perhaps bit too outspoken spots 
for adolescents. Adults will take harm from it. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
= 


James, Marquis. The Metropolitan Life. Viking. 


17, 1947. 480p. $5.00. 


While this study the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
can classified “authorized” research project, 
author appears have been given every facility 
the bad with the good. Primarily the book 
the origin and growth this giant insurance 
the same time, however, brings inci- 


Cohn James Arnall 199 


dental details concerning the beginnings life insurance 
and its growth this country. 


The reader discovers fascinating details perusing the 
book. Thus, related that the legal genius, Domitius 
Ulpianus, compiled life expectancy table which ex- 
ceeded value anything done during the succeeding 
fourteen hundred years. Blaise Pascal contributed the 
theory probability which modern insurance rests. 
Hoyle’s famous treatise games included chapter 
annuities. 

The beginners modern insurance were shaky. Wild 
promises, unsound practices, and outright gambling threat- 
ened discredit sound idea. Metropolitan shared some 
the unsound practices its competitors, but de- 
veloped scientific conservatism early its career. More 
than that, became corporation with Dr. 
Graham Taylor 1920 noted its efforts promote peace- 
ful industrial relations (p. 215). more recent times, 
has embarked upon even more extensive educational 
and welfare projects. 


The author notes fairly the impact two great investiga- 
tions upon the Company. feels that did well under 
the Armstrong Investigation (Justice Hughes) and the 
TNEC inquiry. The latter, however, brought out the 
shallowness the claim that mutual company actu- 
ally controlled its policyholders (p. 351). 


While case made for sound management the part 
Metropolitan, the broader social question concen- 
trated control economic life hardly raised. 
staggering think that one firm controls nearly eight 
billion dollars Even when such power wisely 
used, still formidable democracy. Mr. James’ 
study would have been even more useful had thought 
through this problem. 


The volume can recommended students Ameri- 
can history, particularly those interested its economic 
phases. would useful addition for large and pos- 
sibly medium sized libraries. does not seem convey 
any extensive message for the general reader, although 
those who can see good big business might change 
their views slightly after reading it. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 

Washington, 


Arnall, Ellis The Shore Dimly Seen. 
Nov. 1946. 306p. $3.00. 


Ex-Governor Arnall Georgia living symbol the 
“New expression which can now employed 
even Northerners without their being dismissed with 
annoyance carpetbaggers unwelcome and conde- 
scending intruders. There isn’t any accepted definition 
the “New South”, but there seems rather general 
agreement that things are happening Dixie today which 
would have been unthinkable even the very recent 
past. Gradually and hopefully there developing within 
the Southland new attitude toward its many special 
attitude which composed equal 
measure searching spirit self-criticism and new- 
found spirit constructive self-reliance. Few Southerners 
are better qualified than Ellis Arnall, tradition, temper- 
ament, and experience, write about this new develop- 
ment which augurs well for the region itself and for 
the nation whole. 


Lippincott. 


: 
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Arnall’s book once public accounting his steward- 
ship the outgoing Governor state which the 
moment can’t make its mind whether has legally 
elected governor not and discursive commentary 
almost disconcertingly extensive range economic, 
social and political theories and problems. 


Suffice say that his stewardship the governor 
Georgia was brilliant success—efficient, honest, and pro- 
gressive the very best sense the word. One can 
safely prophesy that the citizens Georgia will live 
regret their decision oust Mr. Arnall during the recent 
unpleasantness Atlanta. 

Philosophically Arnall classified, his own 
plicit insistence, democrat with small “d”. (When 
comes practical politics, course, still prefers the 
upper case.) democrat with small “d” subscribes, 
says Arnall, credo which can summarized, for the 
sake brevity, follows: “Basically, what proposed 
that enterprise, both public and private, permitted the 
maximum freedom America; that sectionalism and 
colonialism abandoned; that the competitive system, 
dealt heavy blows since the transient triumph 
ton seven generations ago, permitted operate; that 
government concern itself with its two fundamentals, the 
protection citizens the use their possessions and 
their civil liberties, and the provision for services that 
can operated most efficently upon collective basis; 
that decentralization government, industry, and popu- 
lation permitted come about; opportunity 
provided for the expression the individual personality 


all Americans” (p. 138). 


The task spelling out the separate propositions this 
credo day-to-day practice admittedly very difficult. 
“The task making democracy work,” says, “is not 
easy. Democracy not easy way life. requires 
portion the energy every citizen for its success.” 
And yet other sections his sprightly manifesto Arnall 
almost seems contradict himself; seems say that 
actually the task not very difficult. “It compara- 
tively simple,” says, “to implement such political and 
economic system America.” 


Perhaps both Arnall’s qualities mind and heart are 
equally important and equally indispensable—his buoyant 
sense optimism and his more sober recognition the 
awful seriousness this elusive and sometimes ambiguous 
philosophy which have come cherish democracy. 


The reviewer would suggest passing that Arnall 
unduly optimistic about the possibility regulating 
monopoly legislation; that puts entirely too much 
faith the automatic virtue competition; that 
underestimates times the difficulties which stand the 
way decentralization; and, finally, that his philosophy 
the state, admirable comparison with more 
conservative standards, talks little too glibly about the 
individual and has too little say about the importance 
organized economic co-operation and among the 
natural economic groupings society. His repeated in- 
sistence the sacredness the individual and his ex- 
plicit rejection totalitarian theories, whatever color, 
naturally very refreshing. merely suggested that 
the sacredness the individual cannot protected and 
preserved competition alone—no matter how free and 
how fair and how equal that competition may be. Some- 
how other the functional economic groups society, 


Severeid 


SELLERs 


with the encouragement and assistance the government, 
must brought together into organized and continuing 
process democratic planning for the general 
Anti-trust legislation has its usefulness, but can hardly 
regarded the principal answer the frightfully com. 
plicated problems the middle the twentieth century, 


Arnall argues rather eloquently and rather convincingly 
favor federal aid education. Well and good. Bur 
federal FEPC legislation rejected, says, the 
grounds that the South can solve its racial problem 
alone. Maybe so. But the educational problem calls 
insistently for federal solution, one naturally wonders 
what there about the so-called Negro problem which 
brands unmistakably regional. all, the 
reviewer was slightly disappointed the author’s 
tance expend much his moral indignation the 
latter problem expends, for example, the allegedly 
scandalous fascism the city Boston. least 
twelve different occasions Arnall goes mile out his 
way lash out Boston (it’s always Boston!) and 
formance almost psychopathic. 


The over-all effect Arnall’s testament, however, all 
the good. writes from heart filled with under. 
standing love the best traditions the Southland and 
from mind which, surprising degree for practical 
politician, has been nourished the best English 
ture. The Southland owes itself listen his 
stirring message and use his talents services 
constructively unless, course, the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee decides the future that the White 
House needs touch Southern gentility and culture. 
Arnall and Arnall, like Barkus, very 
probably “willing”. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

Washington, 


Severeid, Eric. Not Wild Dream. 
10, 1946. 516p. $3.50. 

This brilliantly written book one the great 
respondents developed World War was worth 
reading this long, autobiographical sketch find these 


words: 


Knopf. Oct. 


“War happens inside man. happens one man 
alone. can never communicated. That the 
tragedy—and perhaps blessing. thousand ghastly 
wounds are really one. million martyred lives leave 
empty place only one table.” 


reviewer all justice author should declare his 
bias criticizing book. too, sick war, after 
fifty-seven months with men the service. And have 
had enough the fakery war movies and the deception 
war stories. Severeid tries not mask the horror 
war. that does well and commended. 


our day there are two strange species people; first 
those (and this includes some Catholics) who have 
quickened-conscience personal matters sense 
social morality, the isolationists, and those who twiddled 
their thumbs when both Nazism and Communism were 
spawned from the same seed. And then have men 
who seem have some social morality sense 
sin. Severeid this class. can proudly claim 
one those who saw the shadows Hitler was throwing 
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the screen international peace. But also weeps 
the fact that sometimes deprived our soldiers 
And condones many acts that violate the 
ideal However, must seen against 
his educational background, which carefully and tedi- 
ously describes. 


The religious slur page indicative his attitude 
toward religion. That might described merely bad 
Not with his statement: thought two Cath- 
who Southern Italy had confessed that they 
were shaken the sight shabby, unshaven priests beg- 
ging cigarettes the curb and even offering take men 
prostitutes”. That calumny the lowest order, 
any soldier who served Italy will testify. 

are spots description this sketch war experi- 
ences that, isolated from routine reporting, might de- 
literature. Severeid’s narrow escape from death 
plane crash and his subsequent rescue are vividly 
admits that the war gave him new respect 
for his profession and for the “war words”. His moral 
courage his Harbor utterances are matched 
his physical courage getting news when under fire 
the radio and the press. 


ule 


His comment Red Cross workers Africa vari- 
ance with the reviewer’s observations Ceylon and 
the Pacific. Most the women wearing Red Cross uni- 
forms were out job for others. Those who failed 
(did conspicuously. Those who did not fail worked 
quietly and effectively. 

Severeid saw the war England, China (where does 
masterful job reporting), Italy, Germany and Burma. 
One thing that impressed wrote men living, 
fighting, that his reaction was much like that 
Ernie Pyle. dined with Pyle ten days before was 
sick and tired this whole business,” 
aid, have on—but won’t come back.” Unlike 
Pyle Severeid writing for history, although sometimes 
his sense drama seems conquer his solicitude for 
truth. 


those who read this review will not read Not 
Dream. not, they will survive. But they will 
not survive—nor will humanity, the lesson Severeid 
convey ignored. That lesson taken from the 
words Norman Corwin, “Post proofs that brotherhood 
wild dream those who profit postponing 
pretend”. 

Maurice Sheehy, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Northrop, The Meeting East and West. 
Macmillan. 1946. xxii, 531p. $6.00. 


Northrop writes that “the basic paradox our 
that “our religion, our morality and our ‘sound’ 
and political theory tend destroy the state 
they aim achieve. This condition will expectably 
complexity and intensity, because addition 
continuing conflict between diverse moral, religious, 
and economic ideologies the West, there will 
more direct confrontation Occidental and Oriental 
values.” This dangerous situation contains the 
its own correction. “Each major nation cul- 


Northrop 


cultures will probably found rest different but 
compatible assumptions and ideals; others, upon diverse 
and contradictory the task will then that 
correctly relating the compatible elements the two 
cultures enlarging the ideals each include those 
the other that they reinforce, enrich 
rather than convert, combat destroy each other. Be- 
tween diverse and contradictory doctrines the prob- 
lem will provide foundations for new and compre- 
hensive theory, which without contradiction will take care, 
more satisfactory way, the diverse facts which 
generated the traditional incompatible doctrines. 
with this complex, difficult but interesting undertaking, 
including the major task relating correctly the East and 
the West, that this book concerned” (pp. 7). 


attempting carry out this task, the author writes 
under the following main headings: the rich culture 
Mexico; the free culture the United States; unique 
elements British democracy; German idealism; Russian 
communism; Roman Catholic culture and Greek science; 
the meaning western civilization; the meaning eastern 
civilization; the traditional culture the orient; con- 
temporary India, Japan, and China; the solution the 
basic problem; and practical wisdom. Seventeen full-page 
illustrations, reproductions modern European, Ameri- 
can, and Mexican paintings, Oriental, Aztec, and Mexi- 
can colonial art, and Botticelli Madonna, add the 
interest the volume. They are labelled impressively 
and even ponderously. However, Grant Wood’s well- 
known “Daughters the Revolution” given humorous 
touch: “Locke’s Theoretic Component: The Tabula 

may seen, this elaborate and ambitious 
book. philosophy history, wide scope, and 
earnest purpose. Its comprehensive character evi- 
denced its title well its contents. contains 
many valid judgments, much interesting and important 
material, and many independent and stimulating observa- 
tions and viewpoints. The author not limited pro- 
vincial and sectarian prejudices. includes chapter 
one aspect the Church’s activity, and offers 
vigorous criticism his own cultural and religious milieu. 
Professor Northrop has done immense amount read- 
ing preparation for writing this volume. Perhaps 
has read too much and has taken too large part the 
human race and its deeds for his province. “Men may 
read, well books, too much,” said Pope, and his 
observation does not deny what says elsewhere: “The 
proper study mankind man”. For reader, 
thinker and writer, tries master and correlate and recon- 
cile many different subjects, each involving such count- 
less essential facts, does Professor Northrop, not 
surprising that sometimes found superficial, 
inaccurate, and hasty and insecure his judgments and 
pronouncements. 


illustration may taken Professor Northrop’s chapter 
entitled “Roman Catholic Culture and Greek 
asserts that the philosophy and science St. 
Thomas are the same those Aristotle; that modern 
science refutes both Aristotle and St. Thomas; and that 
Catholic theology well philosophy dependent 
science. does not discuss such men St. Bona- 
venture, Duns Scotus, and the Victorines, Vitoria, 
Bellarmine, and Suarez, may conclude that would 
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associate their work with that St. Thomas inadequate 
and outmoded. Although advocate philosophy and 
science and sound scientific method, Professor Northrop 
does not seem have made competent and thorough 
investigation the scholastic philosophies, both medieval 
and modern, upon which passes judgment. The in- 
terested reader referred The Modern Schoolman for 
January, 1947, where Father Robert Henle, S.J., gives 
criticism certain aspects Professor Northrop’s idea 
Thomism. doubt, there will future editions 
The Meeting East and West. them would 
good see many needed corrections made. 


Here must restrict ourselves quoting such loose and 
erroneous statements the following: “The present ortho- 
dox doctrine the Roman Catholic Church was formu- 
lated the thirteenth century St. Thomas Aquinas” 
(p. “Thomistic science, philosophy, and the- 
ology, God identified with the rational form 
the universe” (p. 270). the Catholic Church 
England conception the human being very much 
closer the Marxian conception than that the tradi- 
tional Protestants” (p. The Church’s success 
capturing “the devotion and the support the humbler, 
the more uneducated and untutored members society 
degree far surpassing that modern Protestantism” 
considered: “The modern and the Protestant will 
inclined answer that dropping the doctrine 
practice and appealing with idols and esoteric 
hocus-pocus the ignorance and superstitions men. 
This part true” (p. 286). 

has already been remarked that can read too much 
the same time, true that man who reads and 
writes much does Professor Northrop has obliga- 
tion reading even more. Thus for understanding 
the Catholic mind the modern world should have 
read and mastered its most authoritative and authentic 
expression, given the encyclical letters recent 
popes, especially Leo XIII, Benedict XV, Pius XI, and 
Pius XII. Yet out all the pronouncements these 
popes upon social and political questions, philosophy, 
science and theology, education, war and peace, and al- 
most every aspect modern life, only one brief passage 
from Leo XIII quoted. necessary criticize the 
lack wider and deeper reading that evident here. 


There even instance this Professor Northrop’s 
choice title. takes it, course, from Kipling: 
“The epoch which Kipling aptly described but about 
which falsely prophesied over” (p. 4). “The 
East and West [are not] Kipling affirmed, two incom- 
patible things” (p. 376). But Kipling did not write only 
his famous first line: 


“Oh, East East, and West West, and never the twain 
shall meet.” Kipling went say: 


“Till Earth and Sky stand presently God’s great 
Judgment Seat; 

But there neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed, 
nor Birth, 

When two strong men stand face face, tho’ they 
come from the ends the earth!” 


John Ryan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Riddell, James. the Forests the Night. 
Nov. 13, 1946. 228p. $3.00. 


Books big-game hunts usually succeed not much 
giving enlightening accounts the habits and char. 
acteristics the hunted, but rather portraying the 
sometimes almost unbelievably fearless, clever, and re. 
sourceful qualities the hunter. the Forests the 
Night one book that differs refreshingly from this more 
less standard pattern. Mr. Riddell succeeds telling 
tale picture-taking expedition into the African 
forests—a tale however which the hunters not turn 
out supermen. The story the expedition told 
with simplicity and frankness frequently lacking such 
accounts. The willing, sometimes humorous admission 
failure, the relation almost foolish mistakes makes for 
interesting enjoyable reading. result the two 
plorers emerge remarkably human hunters—so human 
that more than once the average reader will tempted 
try this fascinating hunting game himself. 


The book enriched with over hundred photographs 
taken the course the expedition. The selection 
these shows the same disarming simplicity, for not only 
are there excellent shots animals hitherto photographi- 
cally unrecorded, but also goodly number pictures 
“that didn’t come out”. The picture the legs and 
trunk elephant, with the rest the animal unre- 
corded, the blurry, fuzzy one the startled Bongo serve 
point the excellence the other photos, and the 


same time find receptive spot for the author the heart 


every camera enthusiast. 


The book tastefully put together. The “bleeding” 


the plates completely into the margins serves well 
maintain the air informality characteristic the 
text. All all, the Forests the Night not world- 
shaking contribution African game hunting, but 
nevertheless one that most readers will enjoy for its 
friendliness and refreshing simplicity. 

Henry Wachowski, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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